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AT Special Feature: 

Las Lomas Freshman Bryan Snyder 

by Matt Martinez 
 

 

Bryan Snyder  
 

 
 
Recently, I had the chance to sit down and talk with Las Lomas 
freshman and water polo standout, Bryan Snyder. Bryan enjoyed a 
great amount of success at the varsity level in only his first season 
playing high school water polo.  
 
MM: What’s it like playing high school polo finally? What’s the 
difference between high school and club polo?  
 
BS: I thought it was pretty different. Club polo is a lot different. It’s 
like an all-star team of guys from all the local high schools, so to be 
on a team with just guys from your school, that’s pretty cool. You 
can really form some great friendships with that. I mean, with club, 
you see the guys around sometimes, and you love them because 
they’re your teammates, but nothing can replace what you can have 

Page 1 of 5Aquatic Times Feature Article

12/4/2007http://www.aquatictimes.com/atfeature.html



         Gold in the Water-Book Review  
        Robert C. Placak The Man Behind "Tiburon Mile"  
        Brian Bacharach Returns to Coach De La Salle 
        Matt Martinez Matt Martinez ATOM Student Intern  
        14 & 680 14& Under Girls Take USC WP 
Championships  
        Aquanuts Shine 
        Four Teams Merge to Form 680 Drivers 
        14 & Under Girls JO Qual.Tournament 
        NCS Swimming Championships 
        Four WC AQUANUTS make 2008 Olympic Team  

Previous Featured Articles for 2006 

        Eight Aquanuts Head for Nationals 
        NCS WP Championship-Monte Vista Girls-Photos 
        NCS WP Championship-De La Salle Boys-Photos 
        NCS WP Championship-Miramonte Boys-Photos 
        NCS WP Championship Games-Articles 
        Monte Vista Girls WP-Part 1 
        Monte Vista Girls WP-Part 2 
        ALGA-CUDA C, B, A+ Swim Meet  
        Cal Alumni Meet 
        Treasure Island to YMCA-Part 3 
        Treasure Island to YMCA-Part 2 
        Treasure Island to YMCA-Part 1 
        Kate Dwelley Picks Stanford 
        Tiburon Mile-Part 2 
        Tiburon Mile-Part 1 
        Aquabear Toni Diaz-Open Water Swimmer 
        Vallejo C, B, A+ Meet 
        Miramont WP Coach James Lathrop 
        County Championships Part 2 
        Aquanuts-Walk on the Wild Side 
        Make a Difference for Dave Maddan 
        County Championships Part 1 
        WCSC Part 1 
        WCSC Part 2 
        WCSC Part 3 
        Concord City Campionships 
        VSA Championships Part B 
        VSA Championships Part A 
        Rec Championships 7/29 and 7/30 

on a high school team.  
 
MM: How is the transition between club polo to high school polo? 
What’s the hardest thing? ...The easiest?  
 
BS: It’s pretty tough. High school polo is rougher, I think. Guys are 
playing for the pride of their schools, not just their club, and basically 
just themselves. I also think its rougher because of the difference in 
competition I face. In club, I played on the 14-under team at JO’s, 
but in high school I play against people who are two, three, even 
four years older than me. It’s crazy how different that can be. Some 
of the guys on the other teams are, like, men. Seriously, it was an 
eye opening experience for me.  
 

 

 
 
MM: What are some goals you have for your high school career--
team and personal?  
 
BS: Well, I would really love it if we could do better in the NCS 
tournament. I want the team to progress deeper into the playoffs. My 
dream would really be to win an NCS title. I’d also like to get a really 
good group of guys. We weren’t as close as we could’ve been on 
Las Lomas this year, so by my junior/senior year I want us to be like 
a family. As for personal goals, I’d love to just be among the best 
guys in the section. I’m starting to try out for zone teams right now, 
so we’ll see how far that takes me. I also am seriously considering 
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playing polo in college. I know I’m just a freshman, but I think its 
something I’d really enjoy. I love water polo and I know I’d just be 
living a dream if I could play it at the next level.  
 
MM: What’s it like having to adjust to play against all of the top-tier 
players in the NCS? There’s just so much talent, what’s it like when 
you have to go up against one of the best guys in the section?  
 
BS: At first, I thought it would be pretty tough. That guy’s on the 
National Team, that guy’s on the Zone team, you know? It’s pretty 
scary at first, but then, when you actually play them, it really isn’t so 
bad. They’re like any other player, but they’ve just got better skills. 
You just need to teach yourself to play with the best. Because that’s 
what it’s all about, the challenge of playing at the highest level. You 
just can’t let those guys get into your head.  
 
Bryan is quickly becoming one of the better players in the NCS. He 
helped his Las Lomas Knights to a 15-11 record, with an NCS 
playoff win over Ygnacio Valley. Bryan proved to be a huge 
contributor on the Las Lomas team, even though he was only a 
freshman. He led the team with 75 goals (most ever by a freshman), 
60 steals, and also had 24 assists.  
 
In addition to his water polo success, he is also an accomplished 
swimmer. Spending his summers with the Larkey Sharks, Bryan has 
put together quite a resume over the past couple years. He has won 
the Walnut Creek Swim Conference High Point award 4 years in a 
row and is a meet record holder in the 11-12 50 backstroke and 100 
I.M. He also holds the Walnut Creek City Meet records in the 9-10 
and 11-12 50 backstroke, as well as the 11-12 100 I.M. With this 
success, the Las Lomas swim team is probably yearning for his 
arrival in Feburary.  
 

 
Is your team not being covered in AT??? Do you have a 
swimmer(s)/coach that you would like to be featured in AT? Then 
give us a call at 60 WATER.  
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